
SL AVERY

L E S S O N  2  :  P L A N TAT I O N  L I F E



How were scars covered up? 

Scars were filled in 
with hot tar

They were stitched by 
a doctor



RECAP QUIZ: THE SLAVE AUCTION



Why were slaves made to look their best?

As it had been a long 
journey.

So a higher price 
would be paid



RECAP QUIZ: THE SLAVE AUCTION



What did slaves feel like being inspected?

They weren’t sure 
about it.

Like they were an 
animal being sold.



RECAP QUIZ: THE SLAVE AUCTION



What was a scramble auction? 

A sale of unsold or 
frail slaves 

A sale of the youngest 
and strongest slaves. 



RECAP QUIZ: THE SLAVE AUCTION



What happened once a slave had been bought? 

Renamed & branded Kept their names and 
taken to new homes. 



RECAP QUIZ: THE SLAVE AUCTION
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L I :  E X P L A I N  W H A T  L I F E  
W A S  L I K E  O N  A  
P L A N T A T I O N  U S I N G  
P R I M A R Y  S O U R C E S  



LI Explain what life was like on a plantation using 
primary sources 

 With support, describe simply what a slave house was like. 
Select 2 pieces of evidence for a documentary.

 Use a PEE framework to suggest what a slave house was like.
Give simple reasons for selection of sources for a 
documentary.

 Use (PEE) to explain what slave housing was like. 
Describe which primary sources are useful for creating a 
documentary, recognising how choice of evidence impacts 
portrayal of the past.

 Use PEEL to evaluate how different sources can provide 
different impressions of slave housing and consider bias.
Analyse which primary sources are the most useful for 
creating a documentary on plantation life, recognising 
limitations of sources.



Nature Origin Purpose
What is the source? Who wrote the source? 

When was it made?

Why had the source been made? 

Who is the intended audience?

Is there the name of an 
individual or organisation? 

Do they hold a view point? 

Is the person in a position to 
be particularly knowledgeable? 

Was the Source produced by 
someone who was there at 
the time, or was it produced 
later?

Was the source produced in a 
context in which the person 
could give their own views? 

adverts persuade

diary daily life and 
events -
personal

cartoons ridicule or 
exaggerate

poster propaganda –
certain view 
point

speeches Contain one 
viewpoint 
(political/ 
religious)

painting can be biased

adverts Sale items/ prices 
from the time

diary eye witness 
accounts

Cartoon show popular view 
of time or joke

Posters Reflect view of time.
Speeches Combines view 

points & facts

Painting Visual eye witness 
representation

Statistics Accurate number 
data 



C L I C K  O N  T H E  
P I C T U R E  TO  F I N D  
O U T  M O R E

What hardships 
were faced on a 
plantation? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zn64q6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zn64q6f


W H AT  I S  H A P P E N I N G  I N  T H I S  
P I C T U R E ?  

What impression to you 
get of plantation life? 



DO THESE 
PICTURES 
GIVE YOU 
THE SAME 
IMPRESSION 
AS THE 
PREVIOUS 
PICTURE?



WHAT 
WERE 
HOUSES 
LIKE? 

"Wooden floors were an unknown luxury. In a single 
room were huddled, like cattle, ten or a dozen 
persons, men, women, and children. We had neither 
bedsteads, nor furniture of any description. Our 
beds were collections of straw and old rags, 
thrown down in the corners and boxed in with 
boards; a single blanket the only covering.”

This is how one slave, Joseph Henson, 
remembered living conditions in the 
1850s



WHY DO YOU 
THINK THIS 
PICTURE WAS 
PRODUCED? 



TA S K  1

A plantation house would have 
been _____________________
This is demonstrated when John  
Henson states “ __________

______________________________”
This tells me that _______________

Use PEE (Point, 
evidence, explain) to 
explain what plantation 
houses were like.

Extension Use PEE 
to explain what source 
B shows.

"Wooden floors were an unknown luxury. In a single 
room were huddled, like cattle, ten or a dozen 
persons, men, women, and children. We had neither 
bedsteads, nor furniture of any description. Our 
beds were collections of straw and old rags, 
thrown down in the corners and boxed in with 
boards; a single blanket the only covering.”

P E E



TA S K  1

A plantation house would have been 
cramped and uncomfortable. This is 
demonstrated when John  Henson states “ 
in a single room were huddled, like cattle, ten or 
a dozen persons”. This tells me that slaves were often 
mistreated and squashed together in just one room  and 
treated in a similar was to how animals were treated. 
Therefore this shows that plantation owners did not value 
the life of slaves.

Use PEE (Point, 
evidence, explain) to 
explain what plantation 
houses were like.

Extension Use PEE 
to explain what source 
B shows.

"Wooden floors were an unknown luxury. In a single 
room were huddled, like cattle, ten or a dozen 
persons, men, women, and children. We had neither 
bedsteads, nor furniture of any description. Our 
beds were collections of straw and old rags, 
thrown down in the corners and boxed in with 
boards; a single blanket the only covering.”

P E E



W H AT  WA S  L I F E  
L I K E  F O R  A  F I E L D  
S L AV E ?  

The daily routine of slaves, taken from 
the autobiography of Solomon 
Northup, a free man who was 
captured and sold into slavery. 

An hour before day light the horn is 
blown. Then the slaves arouse, prepare 
their breakfast, fill a gourd with water 
and hurry to the field again. It is an 
offence invariably followed by a 
flogging, to be found at the quarters 
after daybreak....

exhausting violent

Basic lifestyle



W H AT  WA S  L I F E  
I N  T H E  F I E L D S  
L I K E ?  

The daily routine of slaves, taken from 
the autobiography of Solomon 
Northup, a free man who was 
captured and sold into slavery. 

The hands are required to be in the cotton 
field as soon as it is light in the morning, and, 
with the exception of ten or fifteen minutes, 
which is given them at noon to swallow their 
allowance of cold bacon, they are not 
permitted to be a moment idle until it is too 
dark to see, and when the moon is full, they 
often times labour till the middle of the 
night. 

They do not dare to stop even at dinner 
time, nor return to the quarters, however 
late it be, until the order to halt is given by 
the driver....

tiring controlled relentless



D O E S  T H E S E  
S O U R C E S  H E L P  U S  
TO  U N D E R S TA N D  
H OW  T H E  S L AV E S  
W E R E  T R E AT E D ?  

An image from a poster of 1807 showing some of the artefacts used to 
punish slaves including a face mask, iron collar, leg shackles and spurs to 
go around the ankles (to prevent running away)



D O E S  T H E  S O U R C E  
H E L P  U S  TO  
U N D E R S TA N D  H OW  
T H E  S L AV E S  W E R E  
T R E AT E D ?  

'Gone! All gone! Why don't God kill 
me?'

The owner of Harriet Jacobs used the 
threat of selling her children as a means 
of controlling her behaviour. Jacobs 
described how one mother, who had 
just witnessed seven of her children 
being sold at a slave-market said 

“I had no words wherewith to comfort her." 



PUNISHMENTS ON THE PLANTATIONS
Source I: An artists impression of the 
brutality

An artist’s impression of a real example of the 
brutality of slavery, when a pregnant woman was 
beaten in Guyana in 1825. Rosa was picking 
coffee and finding it difficult, as she was heavily 
pregnant. The plantation manager thought the 
women were not working hard enough and 
ordered them all to be whipped by a black 
overseer and sent back to work. Rosa was sent 
back to the fields and went into premature labour 
and gave birth to a stillborn (dead) child. 



KEEPING TRADITIONS ALIVE
Slaves attempted to preserve the culture that they had brought with them from Africa. 

Attempts were made to stop slaves from continuing with African religious rituals. Drums 
were banned as overseers feared that they could be used to send messages. They were 

particularly concerned that they would be used to signal a slave uprising.

Slaves would often sing while at work. 

In his autobiography, Frederick Douglass recorded how slaves "would make the 
dense old woods, for miles around, reverberate with their wild songs, revealing 
at once the highest joy and the deepest sadness." The songs told of the slave's 
loves, work and floggings and served as rhythmic accompaniment to labour.



TASK 2

Imagine you are a researcher for a 
documentary film about the life of 
field slaves on a plantation. 

Which 3 pieces of evidence would 
you include? 

Write a justification for each 
source?  

Source C Source E

Source D Source G Source H

The first gang [of slaves] is called just before sunrise. The register is the called, and the names 
of absentees noted. After which they commence their labour and continue until 8 or 9 o clock, 
when they breakfast on boiled yams and vegetables seasoned with salt and cayenne pepper. In 
the meantime, the absentees generally arrive and are punished by a number of lashes. At 
sunset they return to their huts . Slaves usually work ten hours per day excluding Sundays. In 
the harvest season the arrangement is different and slaves often work late in the mill and the 
boiling houses frequently all night. Source F



The first gang [of slaves] is called just before sunrise. The register is the called, and the names of absentees noted. After
which they commence their labour and continue until 8 or 9 o clock, when they breakfast on boiled yams and vegetables 
seasoned with salt and cayenne pepper. In the meantime, the absentees generally arrive and are punished by a number of 
lashes. At sunset they return to their huts . Slaves usually work ten hours per day excluding Sundays. In the harvest season 
the arrangement is different and slaves often work late in the mill and the boiling houses frequently all night.

Firstly, I would include source __ because…..   For example you can see..

Secondly, I would include source __ because….. For example you can find out..

Finally, I would include source __ because…..

Source C Source D Source E Source G Source H

Source F

Extension: 
Which source wouldn’t you use. 

Why?



The first gang [of slaves] is called just before sunrise. The register is the called, and the names of absentees noted. After
which they commence their labour and continue until 8 or 9 o clock, when they breakfast on boiled yams and vegetables 
seasoned with salt and cayenne pepper. In the meantime, the absentees generally arrive and are punished by a number of 
lashes. At sunset they return to their huts . Slaves usually work ten hours per day excluding Sundays. In the harvest season 
the arrangement is different and slaves often work late in the mill and the boiling houses frequently all night.

Firstly, I would include source F the account by Robert Renny because it contains an eye witness account of 
what daily life on the plantation was like  For example it explains how long the working day was and how 
this varied in the harvesting seasons. It also contains the brutality of punishments as if they were late  they 
were whipped and dietary information about what they ate for breakfast.

Secondly, I would include source G 1596 engraving because it explains the different processes involved in 
making sugar that would have been used in 1596 and creates and impression of the hard physical work that 
would have been involved. For example you can see the cutting, carrying, crushing and boiling of the cane. 

Finally, I would include source D 1807 poster because it gives more information about how brutal and 
degrading the punishments of slaves was. For example you can see…

Source C Source D Source E Source G Source H

Source F



TAS K 2  
REF L ECTION

Now compare your selections and 
justifications with a partner.

How are theirs similar to or different from 
yours?

Would their documentary portray plantation 
life differently to yours? 



DID ALL 
SLAVES HAVE 
THE SAME 
EXPERIENCES?

William Wells Brown, a slave from 
Lexington, Kentucky, explained in his 
autobiography, Narrative of William W Brown, 
A fugitive Slave (1847): 

"I was a house servant - a situation 
preferable to that of a field hand, as I 
was better fed, better clothed, and not 
obliged to rise at the ringing of the bell, 
but about half an hour after."



What were houses like that slaves lived in? 

Crowded with basic 
straw beds.

Only 2 or 3 people per 
house.



RECAP QUIZ: PLANTATION LIFE



How were slaves punished?

Family separated. Flogged or whipped.



RECAP QUIZ: PLANTATION LIFE





How did slaves try to cheer each other up? 

Draw paintings of 
Africa. 

Tell African stories to 
entertain each other. 



RECAP QUIZ: PLANTATION LIFE



How long would slaves have worked in the day? 

From before dawn 
until very late. From 9am to 6pm.



RECAP QUIZ: PLANTATION LIFE



Did all slaves  have the same experiences? 

Servants in the house 
or mixed race slaves 
would have different 

experiences. 

All slaves had the 
same experience 

regardless of where 
they worked.



RECAP QUIZ: PLANTATION LIFE



Word Meaning

boiling house building, at a sugar-mill, in which the cane-juice is boiled 
down to the syrup from which sugar is made

domestic slave a slave that worked in the house

Field slave a slave that worked in the field

plantation an estate on which crops such as coffee, sugar, and 
tobacco are grown

shackles are two metal rings joined by a chain which are fastened 
around someone's wrists or ankles in order to prevent 
them from moving or escaping

Solomon 
Northup

a free-born African America who campaigned to get rid of 
the slave trade
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